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Welcome to Our School  
 

We are constantly striving to create a caring, family s chool where pupils are encouraged to 

be independent thinkers and learners.  We care about the progress of the whole child and 

encourage all pupils to take an active part in school life, engendering responsibility and 

achievement.  

 

We have an excellent team  of teachers as well as specialist teachers for music, PE and art.  

Higher level teaching assistants help in all areas of the curriculum.   

 

Schools within the Hadleigh pyramid (Elmsett, Hintlesham, Whatfield, Kersey, Bildeston, 

Beaumont, Hadleigh Community, Hadleigh St. Mary and Hadleigh High School) regularly 

collaborate.  Resources are shared, pupils often have the opportunity to work with each 

other or go on trips together.  The year 6 pupils meet regularly with the year 6 pupils from 

the other schools prior to their transfer to High School. Teachers share their expertise.   

 

We strongly encourage those parents who can spare the time to take an active part in 

school life and we acknowledge our shared responsibility in helping our pupils to grow into 

knowledgeable, caring adults.  Situated in a thriving community, we try to utilise all the 

resources available to extend and enrich learning.   

 

 

 

 

General Aims and Philosophy  

 

We aim to provide a caring family atmosphere where pupils can learn to grow and wor k 

independently with confidence, interest and enthusiasm and self -discipline, whilst 

maintaining an awareness of others.  Our philosophy is to provide a balanced programme of 

study that includes the National Curriculum, which ensures progression, continuit y and an 

understanding of individual pupilõs needs. 

 

Working with parents, we aim to encourage all pupils to reach their full potential by 

developing their learning skills, attitudes and knowledge.  We aim to offer pupils the chance 

to develop aestheticall y, morally, physically, socially and spiritually by valuing each pupil as 

an individual within the school family.   

 

Pupils are actively encouraged to walk or cycle to school accompanied by parents as part of a 

healthy sustainable lifestyle, supported thro ugh the Eco status of the school.  In 

partnership with parents and the local community, we aim to foster a sense of pride and 

care for our environment and village.  



Location  
 

Elmsett School is a Church of England Voluntary Controlled primary school for 4 -11year 

olds, situated in the heart of Elmsett Village. It is very much a part of the local community 

and is part of the Hadleigh pyramid of schools.  Most children transfer to Hadleigh High 

School at the start of the Autumn Term following their 11 th  birthd ay. 

The school was built in 1870.   The buildings were extended in 2004 and two additional 

classrooms and a cooking area/library were completed in October 2005.  The building has 

easy access for those with disabilities and further improvements are currently in progress, 

which will make the inside of the school on one level. There is one toilet suitable for 

wheelchair access.  

The school has four classrooms, a small hall and a library.  The KS1 classrooms also have a 

covered play area.   

The village hall is used for indoor P.E. lessons and lunches on a regular basis. It is also used 

for productions and Family Assemblies.   

 

Outside there is a hard surfaced playing area, flower and vegetable gardens and a quiet 

seating area. We also have a wild garden, which include s a pond that is home to two resident 

ducks.  There are also bird feeding stations and nesting boxes outside each classroom. 

Whenever the weather allows, pupils are able to play on the village meadow.  We also use 

the meadow for PE, games and sports day.  

The surrounding environment, including the recently planted Buckleõs Wood and our own 

school allotment provides rich teaching and learning resources.  

 

 

 

 



 

Admission Arrangements  

 
Parents who are considering sending their child to this school are welcome to visit the 

school by telephoning the school office for an appointment.  

 

Children are admitted as follows:  

Children who are 5 on or after 1 st  September ð December  31st (inc.) will be admitted full 

time to the Reception Class (Hedgehogs) at the beginning o f the Autumn Term.  

 

Children who are 5 on or after January 1st, up to August 31 st  will be admitted for mornings 

only at the beginning of the Autumn Term, but will become full time from the beginning of 

the term in which they are 5.  

 

We have close links wit h Elmsett Pre -school and hold induction sessions for pupils so that 

they become familiar with the school and routines prior to admission.   

The school admits children of all ability ranges deemed able to benefit from mainstream 

schooling. For children join ing other classes during the year, we are always pleased to 

arrange visits to the school/class and answer any questions that you or your child may have.  

The decision to admit a child to Elmsett School is made by Suffolk County Council Education 

Authority. This decision is subject to appeal by parents if they are not satisfied. The 

Council encourages parents to apply for places on - line, which you can do at 

www.suffolk.gov.uk/onlineadmissions  , or al ternatively you can ask at the school office for a 

paper version of the form.  

 

Organisation of Classes  

 

The school is organised into 4 classes based on age. At the time of publication they are as 

follows:  

 

Hedgehogs  ð  Reception 

Otters   ð  Years 1 and 2 

Badgers  ð  Years 3 and 4  

Owls   ð  Years 5 and 6  

 

Within each class children work in a variety of groups according to the tasks set. On some 

occasions, such as World Maths Day and World Book Day all the children in the school work 

in mixed age and ability  groups. This helps the children in different classes to know each 

other well and fosters a sense of community as well as enabling older members to behave in 

a responsible way by helping younger pupils.  

http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/onlineadmissions


Dress Code and School Uniform  

The school Governors b elieve that the 

wearing of a school uniform encourages a 

sense of belonging to the school community 

helps identification on visits and encourages 

the children to take a pride in their school.  

The school uniform consists of grey, black 

or navy blue trousers  for boys and skirts 

for girls; white or blue shirts/blouses or 

polo shirts; royal blue sweatshirt or 

cardigan and girls may wear blue/white 

dresses in summer.  Children also need to 

have a PE kit.  Full details of all uniform 

required are contained in the  Parent 

Brochure you will receive shortly after your 

childõs place has been confirmed.  

 

School Times  

 

KS1 Pupils (Aged 5-7)  School  Starts:   8.55 am 

    Morning Break:   10.40 am  ð  11.00 am 

    Lunch:      12.05 pm - 1.15 pm 

    Afternoon Break:  2.15 pm  ð  2.30 pm 

Home:   3.15 pm 

 

KS2 Pupils (Aged 8 -11)  School  Starts:   8.55 am 

    Morning Break:   10.40 am  ð  11.00 am 

    Lunch:      12.10 pm - 1.15 pm 

    Afternoon Break:  2.15 pm  - 2.30 pm 

Home:   3.30 pm 

 

Rates of Absence  

 

For the school year 2008 -2009  

 

Authorised Absence:  3.3%    Unauthorised Absence: 0%  

 



Special Educational Needs (SEN)  

 
At Elmsett School we are committed to offering an inclusive curriculum to ensure the best 

possible progress for all our pupils whatever their needs or abilities.  Not all pupils with 

disabilities have special educational needs and not all pupils with SEN meet the definition of 

disability but our policy covers all these pupils.  

 

òPupils have special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty which calls for 

special educational provision to be made for them.ó  

 

The Governing Body will ensure that it makes appropriate special educational provision for 

all pupils identified as in need of it.  

 

òThose who have learning difficulties or disabilities often make outstanding progress...ó 

(Ofsted Report June 2008)  

 

 

Able Gifted & Talented (AGT)  

 
We believe at Elmsett School that we should provide teaching that makes learning 

challenging and enjoyable, with all pupils achieving their full potential. We endeavour to help  

pupils develop their skills and abilities intellectually, physically, artistically and creatively.  

Able, gifted and talented pupils should be given the opportunity to study subjects to a 

greater breadth and depth. We aim to provide opportunities to develo p specific skills and 

talents. We are also mindful of the importance of our role in helping to develop the whole 

child and not just one aspect of their abilities.  

 

òé gifted and talented (pupils) are provided with many opportunities to extend their 

achievement.ó    (Ofsted Report June 2008) 

 

 

SATs Results  
 

Results at the end of KS1 are improving although due to very small cohorts it can be 

misleading to compare one year with another.  

 

Our results for English, maths and science are consistently above the nat ional average at 

the end of KS2.  

 

òChildrenõs attainment on entry is mostly average but, by the time they leave school at the 

end of Year 6, standards have normally risen to above or well above average in English, 

maths and science. For many pupils this re presents excellent progress.ó 



The National Curriculum -  Core Subjects:  

 
Literacy  

Numeracy 

Science 

ICT  

Religious Education 

 

 

Foundation Subjects  

 
History  

Geography 

Design Technology 

Music 

Art  

Physical Education 

Personal, Social, Health Education (PSHE) and  citizenship  

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)  

 

The Foundation Stage (Early Years and Reception)  
 

6 areas of Learning:  

 

Personal, social and emotional development  

Communication, language and literacy  

Mathematical development  

Knowledge and understanding of the  world  

Physical development 

Creative development  

 

 

A carefully co -ordinated Whole School Curriculum Plan ensures that pupils cover all 

curriculum areas, with skills being reinforced through topic work.  This plan works within the 

framework of the National Curriculum. 

 

When the children start school they will look at the world around them, studying familiar 

objects and topics, gradually moving outwards and looking at the world in its widest sense.  

They may be taught individually, in groups or in a class ð whichever is most beneficial for the 

children.  

 

A brief summary for each subject follows.  Policy documents about each subject are also 

available for inspection from the School.  Please ask at the Office.  

 



Literacy  
 

Our aims for pupils are to: -  

 

Á enjoy the passive and active use of language in its written and aural forms;  

Á be able to use language for refining and communicating ideas;  

Á be able to speak and write effectively and correctly in different ways;  

Á be able to read fluently, listen to and appreciate a wi de variety of material with 

understanding, and to respond in an appropriate way.  

 

A good groundwork in all aspects of language is essential for the work the children 

undertake.  

 

 
 

 

Reading 
 

We are proud that most of our children enjoy reading and become competent readers by 

the time they reach KS2.  Our aims are high; to achieve not just competent readers but 

interested readers who enjoy books and leave our school with the study skills necessary for 

secondary school.  

 

We use a mixture of approaches to te aching reading.  Children start with the reading 

scheme òOxford Reading Treeó, then progress to use a variety of books to reinforce early 

reading skills and confidence.  Throughout their school careers and especially in their first 

years, we work closely w ith parents.  Reading record books are sent home with children to 

aid communication between teachers and parents.  

There is a wide variety of books available in the school library and Book Fairs are held 

regularly throughout the year.  

 



Handwriting  
 

It is o ur aim that pupils form their own style when they become competent writers.  This 

means a style that flows quickly and easily, and is both legible and can be adapted to suit 

the purpose of writing, i.e. jotting notes roughly, writing a story, letter or exa m paper, or as 

a piece of calligraphy.  Children start to join their letters whilst still in Key Stage 1.  We 

believe that good presentation of work is important.  

 

Writing  
 

The children are encouraged to write for a variety of 

purposes (stories, diary en tries, letters, reports, factual 

writing) and, by the time they reach Year 6, they should be 

able to plan their writing carefully.  We try to make the 

writing as purposeful as possible, i.e. writing for newspapers, 

producing real advertisements, writing le tters and e -mails to 

pen- friends, and entering poems in anthologies or 

competitions.  Encouraging correct punctuation, grammar, 

style and purpose is essential to this process.  

 

 

 

Spelling  

 

Spelling is taught as a part of Literacy throughout the 

school.  As children progress they may are given weekly 

spelling tests.  The method we teach is to:  

 

 LOOK   at a word  

 THINK  it in our head/say it  

 COVER  it  

 WRITE  it down and  

 CHECK   it is spelt correctly.  

 

Phonics are an integral part of our spelling programm e. 

 

 

Speaking and Listening  

 
This is a highly important feature of language, reflected by its importance in our everyday 

life.   Children are encouraged to work together to discuss, reason and use language for a 

variety of purposes so that they can become efficient communicators.  

 



Numeracy  
 

Our aims for pupils are: -  

 

To understand the mathematical concepts and apply them in practical situations  

 

To apply computational skills with speed and accuracy  

 

To develop logical thinking and use mathematical reason ing in mental and written methods  

 

To develop the ability to work collaboratively and individually  

 

To be challenged and have a sense of achievement.   

 

We follow the National Framework of study. In order to ensure continuity and progression, 

planning is linked to the Attainment Targets of the National Curriculum and records of each 

childõs progress are kept. 

 

 

 Science  
 

  Our aims for pupils are: -  

 

¶ To acquire the senses of interest, 

enjoyment and understanding of 

science 

¶ To acquire a wide range of scien tific 

knowledge, understanding, skills and 

attitudes  

¶ To develop an enquiring mind and a 

scientific approach to solving problems  

¶ To work practically with care and 

safety  

 

The Suffolk County Science Guidelines are used as a basis, to ensure there is breadth and 

balance of our science teaching.  Careful planning is followed in the methods of teaching pupils 

at all levels to ensure that practical and investigative science is taught as well as the more 

theoretical aspects.  In the Early Years much of the work is  done in a cross-curricular way, 

and this approach is being used, where appropriate, in the rest of the school.  Children are 

asked to make observations, ask questions, make predictions and suggest reasons for events 

happening. Sometimes they are able to d evise their own experiments, test their ideas then 

evaluate their results.  

Some scientific topics are covered several times from Reception to Year 6 but on each 

occasion knowledge and understanding is reinforced and increased.  

 



Art  
 

Our aims for pupils a re: -  

 

Á To study the work of artists in a variety of two and three dimensional techniques, 

and to evaluate and respond to this in their own work.  

 

Á To have practical experience using a wide range of media, such as clay, paint and 

textiles.  

 

Á To develop their visual skills through observation, memory and imagination.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We follow the Suffolk programme of study in Art & Design from Foundation to KS2.  

We have developed a range of resources and encourage the use of a variety of media.  We 

also try to ensure  that artists who specialise in differing techniques visit the school. We 

are proud to reinforce this and have a history of inviting artists to work with pupils at 

school.  This is reflected by the works of art found around the school which exemplify our 

commitment to creativity.  

 



 

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)  

 
Our aims for pupils are: -  

 

Á To be able to use computers with confidence and enjoyment in all areas of the 

curriculum.  

 

Á To be able to apply their knowledge and skills  

 

Computers are used across the curriculum. Each class has a computer, an interactive 

whiteboard and access to a trolley of laptops. Children follow programmes of study 

specified in the relevant curriculum documents.  

 

 

A programme of practically -based study for 

History, Geography, Religious Education (RE) 

and Craft, Design and Technology (CDT) is 

taught throughout the school, mainly on a topic 

basis.  The topics are carefully monitored for 

balance and coverage of the Curriculum 2000 in 

a rolling curriculum topic plan, whi ch ensures 

that pupils do not repeat topics but have 

opportunities to revise necessary skills and 

knowledge.  Geography is taught on a two -year 

rolling programme based on Curriculum 2000 on 

QCA advice.   

 

 

Craft, Design and Technology (CDT)  
 

Our aims for p upils are: -  

 

Á To develop the knowledge, skills and understanding necessary to design, make and 

evaluate products fit for a purpose.  

 

Á To develop understanding of control systems, energy and structures.  

 

Á To become aware of the impact of technology and its con tribution to the quality of 

life.  

 


